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Aim: To know Jesus more intimately, love Jesus more deeply, and follow 

Him more obediently.  

A person’s character is identified not so much by what he does, but by how 

he does it. At Christmas we celebrate that Christ has come. But perhaps our 

celebration would be enhanced by considering how He came.  

1. Jesus came in glory (Luke 2:6-14). 

It was certainly fitting for Jesus’ birth to be accompanied by glory 

because He is (by His very nature) the all-glorious One—God 

Himself in all of His infinite, eternal perfection. 

Yet glory is not the primary or dominant manner in which He came. 

While we love to celebrate Christmas by rehearsing how the angels 

sang and the heavens were filled with light, what is so impressive 

about Christmas is not this display of glory (though if you were a 

shepherd you may beg to differ)—what is so remarkable is the 

humility with which the glorious Son of God came to us.  

2. Glory came in humility (Philippians 2:5-11). 
 

There is plenty of evidence just in the Christmas story itself to see 

that Jesus came to us by humble means. The cradle itself was not an 

actual cradle but a rough manger designed for senseless beasts. Just 

the fact that He came as an infant, fully dependent on frail people, 

demonstrates humility.
1
 His delivery room was a drafty stable where 

He was born to a poor couple. He grew up in a family that knew 

what it meant to struggle, just to survive. We catch a glimpse of 

their poverty in Luke 2:24 when they brought Jesus to the temple 

with the sacrifice of turtledoves or two young pigeons. This was the 
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 Infants are humble in the sense that they are fully dependent and happy to be so.  

sacrifice that Lev. 12:8 made allowance for if a couple was poor and 

could not afford a lamb.  

 

Yet the humility of Jesus is much more significant than just His 

modest circumstances. Philippians 2 reveals the depth of Jesus’ 

humility like a ladder that descends step by step from the highest 

glory to the lowest humiliation. [Phil. 2:5-11] 

 

a. Glory: “He existed in the form of God” (Phil. 2:6) 

The place from which Jesus descended to us is the most exalted 

position possible—the very place where God Himself dwells: 

glory! The extent to which a person humbles himself is 

determined not only by the degree to which he lowers himself, 

but also the heights from which he came.  

Illus: Me vs. President serving the poorest of the land in soup 

kitchen. 

So what does this phrase mean: “He existed in the form of God” 

(vs. 6)? I don’t think Paul could have been any more emphatic: 

� Huparcho (“existed”) stresses the essence of a person’s 

nature; that which is absolutely unalterable or 

unchangeable. As one scholar put it, “that part of a 

person, which in any circumstances, remains the same” 

(Barclay)
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� Morphe (“form”) means the true and exact nature of 

something, possessing all the qualities and 

characteristics of something.
3
 So Jesus had all the 

attributes of God to the same degree as God.  
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 MacArthur: pg 122.  
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 ESV Study Bible, pg. 2283. 



When we put these two words together the sense is that the 

very essence of Jesus was the very essence of God.  

� Hebrews 1:3—“Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory and 

the exact representation of His nature.”  

So no one could be more deserving of honor and less expected 

to humble Himself than the Son of God who had inherent and 

infinite greatness. But He did! 

b. Self-emptying: “did not regard equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, but emptied Himself” (Phil. 2:6-7) 

Even though Jesus was in every way equal with God (and one 

with God), having all the rights and privileges of God Himself, He 

did not clench (forcibly cling to) such honor for Himself but 

rather emptied Himself.  

“Emptied Himself” does not mean that in any way He became 

less than fully God in His nature. But rather that He laid aside 

His divine rights, privileges, and honor for a time to take upon 

Himself the ultimate role of a selfless servant. He refused to use 

His divinity for His own advantage.  

c. Servanthood: “taking the form of a bond-servant” (2:7) 

Now Jesus takes upon Himself the form (morphe), the very 

essence, of a bondservant—literally a slave. Just as a slave 

owned nothing and carried other people’s burdens, so Jesus did 

not consider His life His own, but a means to serve God and 

sinners.  

d. Humanity: “being made in the likeness of men” (2:7) 
 

This is the Christmas miracle of the incarnation. While 

remaining fully God, Jesus became a true genuine human 

being—fully man. It was a tremendous step of humility for Jesus 

to not only take upon Himself all the attributes and frailties of 

man, but to be born as a dependent infant, who like us would 

countless times be hungry, thirsty, weary, and tempted.  

 

e. Appearance: “Being found in appearance as a man” (2:8) 

This has to do with how people viewed Jesus. Even though He 

was more than just a mere man—He was fully God and fully 

man—they only saw Him as an ordinary man. There is 

something humbling about being viewed as something less than 

you are.  But Jesus was okay with that.  

f. Obedience: “He humbled Himself by becoming obedient” (2:8) 

Jesus humbled Himself not only in becoming a man, but in 

choosing to live as a submissive man. He willingly and perfectly 

subjected Himself to the Father, but He also submitted Himself 

to earthly parents and governing authorities wherever He could 

without disobeying His heavenly Father.  

g. Death: “to the point of death” (2:8) 

Death is the ultimate humiliation that all human beings are 

subjected to, but how much more for the Son of God? That He 

who had eternally existed should now voluntarily die to save 

rebellious sinners is stunning. Could there be any greater 

humility?  

h. Cross: “even death on a cross” (2:8) 

 

Some men die honorably. Yet Jesus died with the utter 

humiliation of a criminal’s death. The torturous death of Jesus 

by roman crucifixion was made all the more humiliating than 

any other crucifixion by virtue of His absolute innocence.  

 

--this is where we live apart from Christ (glory is where God 

lives)—dead in our transgressions and sins (Eph. 2:1)! 

 



Jesus humbled Himself to the point necessary to save you from 

your sins. This is why true Christianity is different from every 

other religion in the world. All other religions are about trying to 

climb a ladder of approval to God. But in Christ, God descended 

down the ladder of humility to us.  

 

3. Humility came in Love. 

 

Love is what motivated Christ to embrace such radical humility for 

our rescue and the Father’s renowned. Jesus’ descent of humility 

from heaven to the grave, from enjoying the Father’s favor to 

bearing His wrath, was the greatest expression of God’s love.  

 

� John 3:16—“For God so loved the World that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life.”  

� I John 4:8b-10—“God is love. By this the love of God was 

manifested in us, that God has sent His only Son into the 

world so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not 

that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins.” 

� John 15:13—“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay 

down His life for His friends.” 

The greatest love displays the greatest humility. But when humility fades, 

love grows shallow.
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So in the end, the cradle really is a symbol of glory! The glory of perfect love 

displayed through infinite humility.  

So how should we respond to such deep humility and perfect love?  

1) At the bottom of the ladder is where we must meet Christ.  
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 Love is not arrogant (I Cor 13:4) 

The only way for us to benefit from the humility of His death in 

payment for our sin, is to receive Him through the humility of 

repentance.  

This ladder represents incredible hope. You can’t be too low in your 

sin for Christ to reach you. The only thing that can keep you from 

His love and forgiveness is your own pride which refuses to depend 

on Him rather than on your own effort. You are not coming to Him 

for help-you are coming to Him for rescue. Your sin has wrecked 

your life by ruining your relationship with God and you need Him to 

rescue you by His mercy.  

That’s why next week we are going to focus on the Cross—why He 

came. He came to pay the death penalty for your sin against God. 

And if you will humble yourself by repenting of your sin and bowing 

your knee to Jesus as Lord, by faith you will become one with Him, 

not only sharing in benefits of His death and resurrection, but also 

in the reward of His glory—eternal life with God’s full blessing.  

Love beckons you to come in the humility of repentance to share in His 

glory.  

2) The pathway to loving others this Christmas is following Christ in His 

humility. If Christmas is going to be a season of love, then by 

necessity it must be a season of humility.  

Phil. 2:5—“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 

Jesus…”  

I John 4:11—“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. “ 

 

 



Let’s prepare our hearts for communion and for Christmas by humbling 

ourselves before the Lord and asking for the grace to walk humbly with one 

another.  � 1 Cor. 11.  

 

Communion: 

Bread: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor…to the point of 

death, even death on a cross.” (2 Cor. 8:9; Phil 2:8) �humility 

 

Cup: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor so that you through 

His poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9) � love  


